To the heads of the member institutions 

and organisations of the

Conseil Européen pour les Langues /

European Language Council (CEL/ELC)
to the contact people at CEL/ELC member institutions

and organsations

for information
15 December 2005

Seventh (extraordinary) General Assembly of the Conseil Européen pour les

Langues / European Language Council: Brussels, 20 January 2006
Dear Madam or Sir,

The CEL/ELC Secretariat is currently preparing the Seventh (extraordinary) General Assembly of the Conseil Européen pour les Langues / European Language Council (CEL/ELC), which will be held at the European University Association on Friday 20 January 2006. 

It is necessary to hold another General Assembly so soon after the 6th General Assembly (held in Copenhagen at the time of the Closing Conference of Year Two of the Thematic Network Project in the Area of Languages III [TNP3]) because of the fact that at the 6th Assembly we failed to reach a quorum. Article 15 of the statuts stipulates that a General Assembly can only make decisions if half of its members are present or represented by other members; it further stipulates that if a General Assembly fails to reach a quorum, a new General Assembly shall be called, at which a final vote will be taken on the proposals put forward at the inquorate Assembly – irrespective of the number of members present or represented.

At the 6th General Assembly, 26 members were present or represented – less than half of the quorum required. All the same, it was felt by those present that the Assembly should go ahead with its deliberations and vote on the issues included in the agenda on the understanding that the decisions reached would be mere recommendations and that a new General Assembly would be called to take a final vote on the issues in question. 

The Board decided at a meeting held in Copenhagen on 2 October 2005 to call the extraordinary General Assembly for 20 January 2006 and to combine the Assembly with a meeting of the newly elected Board.

I enclose the agenda for the General Assembly, which only contains those items under which proposals were made and voted on at of the 6th General Assembly held at the Copenhagen Business School on 1 October 2005 as well as the draft minutes of the 6th General Assembly. I should like to refer you in particular to items 4, 5 and 6 in the draft minutes, in which the recommendations adopted by the Assembly are recorded. It is clear from the wording in Article 15 of the statuts that only those proposals can be put to a vote that were voted on at the 3rd (ordinary) Assembly. "… une nouvelle assemblée générale sera convoquée …. et statuera définitivement et valablement sur la/les proposition(s) en cause quel que soit le nombre de membres effectifs présents ou représentés." 
In order to save postage, I do not enclose the draft amendments to the statuts put to a vote at the Copenhagen General Assembly; the text was sent to all members ahead of the Copenhagen General Assembly. As you will gather from the draft minutes of the GA, those present recommended that the draft amendments should be approved by the extraordinary GA without any changes made to the wording.

In the light of the procedures laid down in the statuts, it seems clear that the oncoming General Assembly is a formality, rather than a genuine meeting. I expect the members of the Board in their capacity as representatives of their organisations to attend the Assembly; if other representatives wish to attend the meeting, they will be made welcome and invited to attend the subsequent Board meeting as observers. The following remarks are meant to be read in this spirit.

If you wish your institution or association to participate in the 7th   (extraordinary) General Assembly, you are kindly requested to do the following.

· Please inform the CEL/ELC Secretariat in writing whether you are going to attend the General Assembly or whether your organisation will be represented by another person. If the latter, please complete, sign, and return the enclosed authorisation form identifying your organisation’s representative. If your organisation will be represented at the General Assembly by the representative of another CEL/ELC member organisation, please complete, sign, and return the enclosed form for ‘representation by another CEL/ELC member’.

· Please note that the forms should reach the CEL/ELC Secretariat in Berlin by Friday, 13 January 2006 at the latest.

Yours sincerely
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Michael Kelly

CEL/ELC Secretary
