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The skills agenda 

• “The Leitch Review has 
concluded that the UK must 
commit itself to a world class 
skills base in order to secure 
prosperity and fairness in the 
new global economy.”

• ‘The Prize’ :
• Economic prosperity 
• Increased social justice 
• Driven by
• Increased productivity 
• Improved employment. 



LSE and languages: the structure

• Language Centre is part 
of APD

• Academic & 
Professional 
Development

• Careers Service
• Teaching & Learning 

Centre
• Three centres working 

together to maximise 
potential of all LSE 
students



Language Centre structure

• Language Centre www.lse.ac.uk/languages
• LC has around 60 staff on permanent full-time and 

fractional contracts
• LC has more than one remit: 
• Academic: degree options 
• Service: certificate courses
• Support: EAP
• Income generation: Executive Languages, Summer 

School, Pre-sessional, Foundation
• Applied research: Fluent; Explics; CMC
• Outreach: Routes into Languages



LSE and languages: the student offer

• Degree Options: 
• Fr Ge Ru Sp up to 5 levels on offer. 
• “Serious” option
• Subject matter chosen to relate directly to Social 

Science students 
• Personal projects reflect students’ specific interest & 

subject areas 
• Contact time from 144 to 48 per year 
• Small class sizes 
• 25% of marks per year
• Majority study for 2 years



LSE and languages: the student offer

• Certificate Courses:

• Standard and Fast-track
• + Arabic, Chinese, Greek, Italian, Japanese, Turkish
• Most are 40 contact hours
• Extra-curricular
• Will form part of LSE Award
• 5  levels
• Class size 16 (8 in level 5)
• £205



LSE and languages: the student offer

• EAP: in-sessional support delivered free 
as workshops and subject specific 
classes for around 1300 students

• Study skills lectures and workshops are 
provided free in partnership with TLC

• E4PP to be delivered in partnership with 
Careers Service at minimum cost



The 3 year study on the growth of students taking a language as an 
integrated degree module or as an extra-curricular activity



Institutional Survey #1

• The aim of the institutional survey: 

• To find out the number of students at HE 
institutions who were taking a language either 
as an assessed part of their degree (under 
50%) or taking a language as an extra-
curricular activity . 

• The institutional survey also includes HEI’s in 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales



Institutional Survey #2 : GB + NI HEI’s
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Institutional Survey #3: GB + NI HEI’s

• 2003/04 (42 institutions)
• Degree module: 27986  Extra-Cur: 25516 
• Total: 53502
• 2004/05 (40 institutions)
• Degree module: 22123  Extra-Cur: 30538 
• Total: 52661
• 2005/06 (66 institutions)
• Degree module: 38194  Extra-Cur: 30402 
• Total: 68596
• 2006/07 (76 institutions)
• Degree module: 40255  Extra-Cur: 33144
• Total: 73399
• 2007/08 (56 institutions)
• Degree module: 33257   Extra-Cur: 36537
• Total: 69794



Institutional Survey #4

• English HEI’s only

• 2003/04 (37 institutions)
• Degree: 23691 Extra-Cur: 23193 Total: 46884
• 2004/05 (37 institutions)
• Degree: 20115 Extra-Cur: 27965 Total: 48080
• 2005/06 (59 institutions)
• Degree: 35977 Extra-Cur: 27540 Total: 63517
• 2006/07 (67 institutions)
• Degree: 36751 Extra-Cur: 29495 Total: 66246
• 2007/08 (52 institutions)
• Degree: 31062  Extra-Cur: 30390 Total: 61452

• 05/06: 43% 06/07: 45% 07/08: 49% take a language as extra-curricular activity

• 05/06: 57% 06/07: 55% 07/08: 51% take a language as assessed module



Institutional Survey #5: English HEI’s
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Student Survey #1

• Reasons why students choose a language as an 
extra-curricular activity…

• Details about the students…
• Which languages they learn…
• Which languages they already know…
• Which levels…
• Motivation…
• Why extra-curricular and not as a degree option…
• Their future career…
• EU language goals…



11 universities taking part 2005/06

• Bath 
• Birmingham
• Cambridge
• Durham
• Leeds Metropolitan
• Loughborough
• Manchester
• Portsmouth
• Salford
• SOAS
• York



12 universities taking part 2006/07

• Bath 
• Bradford
• Cambridge
• Durham
• Hull
• Leeds Metropolitan
• Loughborough
• Manchester
• Newcastle
• Salford
• Southampton
• Surrey



7 universities taking part 2007/08

• Bath
• Cambridge
• Durham
• Keele
• Loughborough
• Nottingham
• SOAS

• 05/06: 497 replies
• 06/07: 459 replies
• 07/08: 289 replies



Information on students

• 05/06: Female 61% 
• 06/07: Female 62%
• 07/08: Female 66%

• 05/06: Male 39%
• 06/07: Male 38%
• 07/08: Male 34%

• 05/06: PG 30%
• 06/07: PG 20%
• 07/08: PG 25%

• 05/06: UG 70%
• 06/07: UG 80%
• 07/09: UG 75%



Information on students

• UK-EU: 
325; 303; 213
70%; 67%; 75%

• Other EU:
64; 74; 38
14%; 16%; 14%

• Non-EU: 
73; 78; 32
16%; 17%; 11%

• No response: 
• 35; 4; 6



Top 10 languages taken as an extra-curricular activity in 
across UG & PG in English HEI’s

5/6 6/7   7/8
• French 26  25 23%
• Spanish 23  23    24%
• German 11  17    13%
• Italian 10    9      7%
• Chinese 5    6    11%
• Japanese 5    8      7%
• Russian 5    2      6%
• Arabic 4    2      5%
• Portuguese 3    1      -
• Dutch          2    1      -



Top 10 languages taken as an extra-curricular activity in 
English HEI’s: UG only!

05/6    06/7     07/8

• Spanish 25   25    23%
• French 24   24    25%
• German 11   17    11%
• Italian 9     8      7%
• Chinese 7     7      9%
• Arabic 5     2      6%
• Japanese 4     9      9%
• Russia 3     2      5%
• Dutch                2     1       -
• Other 5     1 5%



Most popular levels of languages taken as an 
extra-curricular activity

5/6 6/7         7/8

• A1 42% 39/% 36%
• B2 19% 15%  11%

• A2 13% 12% 15%
• B1 15% 15%  13%

• C1     9% 18%  22%
• C2 3% 3%    2%



Students were asked what other languages they 
already knew or had learnt previously

05/6    06/7     07/8

• French 26    25   26%
• German 25    17   17%
• English 17    24   24%
• Spanish 7      7     8%
• Chinese 4      6     4%
• Italian              4      3     3%
• Greek              2      2     2%
• Russian           2      2     2%



Students were asked what other languages they 
already knew or had learnt previously

• Arabic, Dutch, Hindi, 
Polish, Portuguese, 
Punjabi, Urdu, 
Malay, Norwegian, 
Swedish, Welsh



Levels of languages known or learnt previously

• 05/6    06/7   07/8

• C2 28%  35%  34%
• C1 16%  16%  15%

• A2 16%  13%  13%
• A1 16%  11%  13%

• B1 14%  15%   12%
• B2 10%  10%   13%



Other languages mentioned

Azari Armenian Bahasa Basque 
Bengali Bulgarian Burmese 
Catalan Cantonese Czech 

Estonian Farsi Finnish 
Flemish Filipino Gujarati 

Hausa Hebrew Hungarian 
Irish Kazakh Korean Kurdish 

Latvian Letzeburgisch 
Lithuanian Malay Marathi 
Maori Norwegian Polish 

Punjabi Romanian Serbian 
Slovak Slovene Swedish 
Tamil Thai Turkish Urdu



Future Careers #1

• Education: 

14%; 11%; 6%

• Civil Service, Government: 
11%; 10%; 5%

• Bank, Accounting & Finance: 
8%; 11%; 4%

• Business: 
7%; 11%; 7%

• Academia, Research:

7%; 10%; 18%



Future Careers #2

• Computing: 
5%; 6%; 1%

• Engineering:
5%; 8%; 4%

• Health, Medicine:
5%; 2%; 4%

• NGO: 
• 5%; 5%; 3%
• Media: 
• 4%; 3%; 2%



Future Careers #3

• Arts: 
2%; 0%; 4%

• Interpreter/Translator: 
2%; 3%; 3%

• Law: 
2%; 2%; 5%

• Marketing/PR: 
2%; 2%; 3%

• Advertising: 
1%; 0%; 0%

• Psychology:
1%; 0%; 6%



Future Careers #4

• Publishing: 
1%  2% 1%

• Retail: 
1%   1% 0%

• Telecommunications: 
1%   2% 0%

• Not specified “other”: 
9%   5% 0%

• Don’t know/unsure:
7%   2% 20%



Reasons to learn a language in 
order of importance

2006 2007 2008
• Career Career Career

• Personal reasons Personal Reasons Qualification

• Qualification Qualification Personal reasons
• Holiday Holiday Holiday

• Spoken by family Residence abroad Residence abroad

• Residence abroad Spoken by family Spoken by family



Usefulness of a knowledge of languages 
in career goals

• Some help 
• 36%  37%  39%
• A great deal  
• 28%  32%  28%
• Quite a lot  
• 17%  19%  21% 
• Of not much help or
• No difference 
• 18%   12%  12%



Planning to work abroad?

• UK-EU students
• Don’t know: 31%   36%   31%
• No: 19%     6%     8%
• Yes: 50%   58%   61%

• Other-EU students
• Don’t know: 14%   14%   14%
• No:    3%     3%     0%
• Yes:    83%   83%   86%

• Non-EU students
• Don’t know: 22%   33%   20%
• No: 0%     1%     0%
• Yes:                   78%   66%   80%



EU goal of mother-tongue plus 2?

• Necessary
• UK-EU: 57 45 30%
• Other-EU: 77 79 49%
• Non-EU: 67 76 43%
• Achievable
• UK-EU: 45 51 44%
• Other-EU: 72 61 63%
• Non-EU: 83 80 83%
• Desirable: 99 97 96%



Why not a degree module?

• Too much work in main 
subject and/or did not want a 
heavy workload and/or too 
much pressure: 
65% 57% 66%

• Not allowed: 
20% 24% 16%

• Clashes: 
8% 9%  9%

• Fear of gaining a lower 
grade in main subject: 
7%  10%  9%



Comments from students

• I think being able to speak another language is so 
important, and I find it embarrassing the way the 
British only speak English while all of Europe is 
multilingual. I didn't do a GCSE at school in language 
so was very happy that I was able to do it at 
university. 

• It's about time the UK education system started 
making some efforts in this area. It does not only 
improve language skills but also social development 
which is something the UK clearly lacks. 



Comments from students

• I've always enjoyed learning languages and wanted 
to continue. Languages fascinate me: European ones 
in particular. I feel as a young EU citizen it is my duty 
to pay tribute to my fellow European countries and 
since I have the ability, learning the language is what 
I will do.

• I was most intrigued by the opportunity to learn a 
subject such as Chinese, never have I before had the 
chance to learn this and have wanted to for such a 
long time and to be given the chance via university I 
find it amazing and fulfilling. I really enjoy the 
language maybe even more so than my degree.



Initial findings

• Overall numbers of students studying a 
language are up

• Students taking degree modules are falling 
slightly in favour of extra-curricular courses

• Spanish and French are still the preferred
• German Italian & Japanese still popular
• Chinese has doubled in growth and is on 

track to occupy 3rd place
• Russian surviving



Initial findings

• Students recognise the importance of 
language learning for both personal and 
professional reasons

• Mobility on the increase
• Acknowledgement of the importance of 

multilingualism but tempered by an 
implicit recognition of English as a 
Lingua Franca



Further information

Nick Byrne
n.byrne@lse.ac.uk

www.lse.ac.uk/languages


